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Lawrence 

High School 

Academies and 

Programs 
 

 

 
9

th
 (see the 9GA website for additional information)  and 10th (see the 10GA website for additional 

information)  Grade Academies at Lawrence High School:  

 

Both the 9th and 10th grade Academies at Lawrence High School exist to provide a smooth transition 

for students from middle school to high school, including specific supports and structures to address 

studentsô academic and social-emotional needs. Special focus is placed on content specific and cross 

content strategies that are aimed at increasing academic proficiency, with an emphasis on increasing 

literacy among all students, toward the ultimate goal of ensuring student success on high stakes testing 

at the 9th and 10th grade levels, and in their transition to the upper grades.  

 

11th and 12th (see the USA website for additional information)  Upper School Academy at 

Lawrence High School:  

 

The focus of the upper grades will be to effectively prepare students for post-secondary success. 

Utilizing a ñPersonalized Pathwayò model, students will have access to a wide-range of course 

trajectories and experiences that will engage students in ñreal-worldò 21st Century experiences within 

and outside of the school. This will include early college, experiential learning through internships and 

capstone projects.  

 

Abbott Lawrence Academy (see the ALA website for additional information) :  

 

Abbott Lawrence Academy (ALA) offers students in Lawrence an opportunity previously unavailable to 

most: the chance to experience a rich and rewarding honors education in the tradition of the most 

prestigious independent schools in the country, free of charge. ALA provides equal opportunity to all 

students in the city, leveling the playing fields for Lawrence students who want to accelerate their 

learning. ALA promises a first-of-its-kind experience: the personalization of an accelerated academic 

program combined with access to the robust enrichment programs available to LHS. The result is a 

school that challenges its students every day and ultimately prepares them for admission to the nationôs 

most competitive colleges and universities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/9ga-events
https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/10ga-events
https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/usa-events
https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/ala-events
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International Academy (see the INT website for additional information):  

 

The International High School (INT) is a newcomer program for over-aged and under credited ELLs in 

grades 9-12 who have been in the country for less than two years and have an English language 

proficiency score of 1.0-1.9 (Entering) on the WIDA scale. This newcomer program is designed to teach 

students English while also teaching rigorous content. INT also provides SLIFE (Students with Limited 

or Interrupted Formal Education) with additional support in acquiring the English language and content 

in order to graduate.  

 

ENLACE  (see the ENLACE website for additional information ):  
 

Engaging Newcomers in Language and Content Education (ENLACE) serves 9th and 10th grade ELLs 

who have been in the country for less than two years and have an English language proficiency score of 

1.0-1.9 (Entering) on the WIDA scale. ENLACE will also serve 9th and 10th grade SLIFE (Students 

with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education). Our mission is to provide newcomer students with the 

academic and linguistic foundation and socio-emotional supports that will allow them to transition 

successfully and quickly into the mainstream high school environment, with the goal of pursuing the 

college or career of their choice. Through this process, we will empower our students to proudly and 

purposefully develop their multilingual and multicultural identities.  

 

RISE (see the RISE website for additional information ):  

 

RISE is a trauma focused behavioral program that works to address the functions of student behavior 

and give students an environment and structure in which they can find success. RISE uses trauma 

sensitive practices and a restorative justice framework to build community, address conflict, and keep 

students accountable for their actions. RISE students are involved in their community through 

internships, vocational opportunities, and partnering with community agencies, and they are offered a 

rigorous Common Core based curriculum that results in a high school diploma.  

 

 

LIFE  (see the LIFE website for additional  information ):  

 

Learning Independence for Everyday (LIFE) is designed to provide each student with an education that 

allows them to reach their highest level of independence in their daily life and in employment settings. 

The instructional focus includes functional academics, daily living skills, domestic skills, vocational 

skills, social emotional development, community awareness and self-advocacy skills to best prepare 

them for the competitive journey ahead. Student schedules mirror that of a regional vocational school 

with one week of academic classes and one week of vocational programming. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/int-events
https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/enlace-events
https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/rise-events
https://www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/index.php/life-events
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Lawrence  

High School 

Graduation 

Requirements 
 

 
 

At the Lawrence High School Campus the focus of all courses is upon a studentôs mastery of the 

enduring understandings and essential skills of that content area.  Because our mission is to be certain 

that every graduating student is prepared to meet the requirements of college and the workplace, a 

student cannot earn credits for a course unless (s)he demonstrates mastery of these enduring 

understandings and essential skills. Students who have not earned the required number of credits or who 

have not successfully completed the necessary course work by the time of graduation will be ineligible 

to participate in the graduation exercises. 

 

Below are the current Lawrence High School graduation requirements. Students are responsible for 

knowing their credit status and for taking the courses required to meet graduation requirements. 

MassCore was developed to provide guidance for a rigorous course of study that will help provide 

students with the academic preparation required for success in postsecondary education and the 

workplace. 
 

Content Area LHS Graduation 

Requirements 

MASS CORE 

Recommendations 

English 4 years 4 years 

Mathematics 4 years 4 years 

Science 3 lab-based years 3 lab-based years 

History/Social Studies 3 years 3 years 

Fine Arts Recommended 1 year 

World Languages Strongly Recommended 2 years 

Health 1 semester  

Physical Education 2 semesters  
 

MCAS Competency Determination 
 

Students must pass the English Language Arts and Mathematics MCAS Exams as well as an MCAS 

Science Exam.  

 

For more information about MCAS graduation requirements visit the following DESE website: 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/ccr/masscore/qanda.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html











































































